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Audience and objective  
 
The OECD aims to support national governments and donor agencies in their efforts to integrate climate 
resilience into national growth and development planning. This project will produce guidance on 
integrating climate change adaptation into growth planning, building on the results of this workshop and 
the results of two country case study countries – Ethiopia and Colombia. 
 
This workshop aims to bring together experts on climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction and 
economic growth to refine the framework for this guidance, identifying priorities for more detailed 
analysis and developing initial recommendations to national governments, with a focus on two key areas: 
building resilience at the macroeconomic level and private sector engagements. To guide the discussion, 
a background paper will be circulated prior to the workshop. 
 
Context 
 
The OECD Environmental Outlook to 2050 demonstrated that more ambitious policies are urgently 
needed to reduce global emissions of greenhouse gasses. Without additional measures, global average 
temperatures are likely to increase by 3 – 6 °C above preindustrial levels by the end of this century. 
Surpassing the 2°C threshold would have severe social, economic and ecological implications. In preparing 
for changes of this scale, a key entry point lies in economic planning and the development of structural 
reforms, given the two-way links between adaptation and economic growth. Growth can provide the 
resources required to increase resilience to the effects of climate change, while adaptation policies can 
prevent growth from being derailed by climate change. However, this will not happen automatically. 
  
Some routes to growth in the short-term, such as coastal development, can increase vulnerability in the 
longer-term. Similarly, growth must be inclusive if it is to help increase the resilience of the most 
vulnerable groups within countries. Moving towards climate resilient and inclusive growth poses a 
challenge beyond climate-proofing individual development projects. Governments need to examine 
institutional arrangements, key areas of regulation such as land-use planning, and improve the structural 
resilience of the economy. There is now a small body of literature on the links between climate resilience 
and economic growth, but key challenges remain in putting this into practice, including prioritising 
measures, assessing trade-offs and securing adequate finance.  
 



AGENDA 
 

Opening (9.00 –9.30) 

 Welcome and Introduction to the OECD project on climate resilience and economic growth 

Anthony Cox (OECD, Chair), Michael Mullan (OECD)  

 

Session 1. Links between climate resilience and economic growth (9.30 – 10.30) 

 Overview of the connections between climate change, economic growth and resilience 

Sam Fankhauser (Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change, London School of Economics) 

 

 Overview of Colombia’s and Ethiopia’s strategies for delivering climate-resilient economic growth 

 Colombia: Silvia Calderon (National Planning Department) 

 Ethiopia: Nurmeded Jemal Abdelselam (Environmental Protection Authority), Zerihun Getu Mekuria 
(Ministry of Finance and Economic Development) 

 

 What approaches are Colombia and Ethiopia taking to build climate resilience? To what extent 
are those approaches currently linked to national development or economic growth plans? 

 What are key challenges in making economic growth resilient to climate change? 

 Which issues would benefit from further analysis? 

 

Coffee Break (10.30 - 11.00) 

 

Session 2. Key challenges: Managing risk at the macroeconomic scale (11.00 - 12.30) 

Marc Gordon (UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction).  

Discussants: Reinhard Mechler (International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, IIASA), Nicole 
Laframboise (International Monetary Fund) 

 

 To what extent does climate change affect the macroeconomic management of extreme events? 

 What are the challenges for scaling up the use of risk management tools, and what innovative 
approaches could be taken (for example, insurance models that incentivise risk reduction)? 

 

Lunch Break (12.30 - 14.00) 



Session 3. Key challenges: The private sector and climate-resilient development (14.00 - 15.30) 

Vladimir Stenek (International Finance Corporation) 

Discussants: Emerson Resende (UNFCCC), Ernst Rauch (Munich Re) 

 

 What implications does the structure of the private sector in developing countries have for 
advancing climate resilience? 

 How can growth planning/government policies enhance private sector resilience to climate 
change? 

 Under what circumstances would policies to change the structure of the economy in light of 
climate change be feasible (for example, diversification away from agricultural activities)? 

 

Coffee Break (15.30 – 16.00) 

 

Session 4. Bringing together the adaptation and growth framework (16.00 - 17.30) 

 Key challenges to taking a macroeconomic approach to climate resilience 

David Kaluba (Ministry of Finance, Zambia) 

Discussant: Tadele Ferede (Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia) 

 

 Role of international assistance in supporting the integration of climate resilience and growth 

Richard Klein (Stockholm Environment Institute) 

Discussant: Annika Olsson (UK Department for International Development) 

 

 What are the key challenges in taking a macroeconomic approach to climate resilience, and how 
can countries manage trade-offs? 

 How can international bodies and development partners support strategic, integrated 
approaches to adaptation and development planning? 

 

Session 5. Next steps (17.30 - 17.45) 

 Summary of lessons learnt and experiences shared 

Michael Mullan (OECD) 

 

 What are the key implications of the discussions for (a) the development of growth strategies; 
and (b) the OECD climate resilience and economic growth project? 


